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July 18, 1985 ¢ amiri

1. Herbert A. Sostek ot P ,
Astroline Corporation H 4 M o
231 John Street - AT,
Reading, Massachusetts 01867 ) _ (] b“}

2. Fred J. Boling, Jr. N il p ba.w‘

Astroline Corporation v N 0); F"
231 John Street \
Reading, Massachusetts 01867 L, v

. e

3. Richard Bane P Vi
Astroline Corporation ﬁ ’ P
231 John Street /I‘“’J

Reading, Massachusetts 018687 w - h
4. Roger Eastman / .‘_m :

Arthur Andersen Company P ’

100 Federal Street %

Boston, Massachusetts 02110

5. George R. Neble < T
Arthur Andersen Company
100 Federal Street -
Boston, Massachusetts 02110

6. Ford Goldman, Esq.
Schatz & Schatz, Ribicoff & Kotkin
Attorneys at Law
One Financial Plazs
Hartford, Connecticut 06103

Gentlemens _
For your information and review, [ am cncloslngrh copy of the Tentative True

Lease Astroline Communication Ltd. Partnership by Advest
Credit Corporation, in conjunction with U.S. Conc

Please feel free to contact me should you hgﬁ'o anoy questions or comments.
N * _fé“ » ’ . .
Sincerely, e PG o

4 v : N

Richard P. Ramfrez
Mansging General Partner

RPR/mvt

o
I
L
:
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July 15, 1985

Tentative True Lease Proposal For istroline Conmmuntiocation Co. Ltd. Partnership

LESSOR:

LESSER:
EQUIPMENT:

ESTIMATED BQUIPMENT
coST;

EQUIPMENT TAKEDOVN
—EXPIRATION DATE:

BQUIPKENT LOCATION:
BASIC LEASE TERN:

BASIC RENT
SONENCRENT DATE:

INTERIN LEASE TREM
~AKD_INTERIM RENT

TAX AND RENTAL

RC 005575

Advest Credit Corporation, an afriliate of ACC, or an
varelated financial institution as arranged on a best
efforts dbasis by Advest Credit Corporation.

Astroline Communication Co. Limited Partnership
Yarious studio and production equipment for WEC?
Channel 18 {

3 &Y

43,300,000 3/(, yl’{ S
’ ’ P/ 9
“y T ¢ 0. 0F0
On or before Septemdber 30, 1985 oA

astford, Connectiout and Avom, Coaneotiodd 207 ¢
8} months

Ootober 1, 1985

The {nterim lease ters will rum froam the date the
equipment 1is sccepted for lease by the Lessee to (but
not including) the Basic Rent Commencesent Date defined
above. Interim reat will be payadle oa the Basic Reat
Commenoenent Date, and will be in an amount equal to
the daily equivalent of the rental factor times the
Lessor's acquisition cost of the equipment times the
aumder of days of imteris lease term for the equipment.

During the basio lease ters the Lessee vwill make
reatal payseats in advanoe, each in an amount equal
to 1.5847% of the Lessor's acquisitioa oost of the
oquipsent.

The reatals quoted in this lease proposal are dased on
the following assumptions, and are subjeot to adjust-
seat abould any or all of such assaumptioas mot be
valid: ,

1. Regovery {(Depreciatiog) Deduotions: Lessor will be
entitled to oost recovery deducticas for the Bquip-
seat for Federal and State income tax purposes on
the basis that the equipment ccastitutes aev S-year
property [as such term is defined im Sectioca 168
(e)(2)(B) of the Pedersl Interaal Reveaue Code of
1958, as amended (the "Code®)] in the amounts
determined under Sectica 168 (b)(1) of the Code,
based upom 955 of the total acquisition cost of the
Bquipmeat and utilising the applicadble percentages
for S-year property specified in the table set
forth in Seotion 168(b)(1) of the Code ia computing
suok deductions.




Astroline Communication July 15, 198S
Tentative True Lease Proposal «2 -

2. To support the Lessor's tax treatment of the lease
A : as & true lease, the Lessee vill be required to
/N”"U furnish an independent expert appraisal to the
. f offect that at the end of the dasic lease teram and
‘¢ any extensiocns thereof (a) the equipment will have
a fair market value of at least tweaty perceat
(208) of its original cost, and (b) the equipment
will Rave & resaining useful life of the longer of
oae year or tweaty percent (208) of tde oruinny
estimated useful life of the equipment.

3. Iavestsent Iax Credit Retained Dy lLessor: Lessor
will be entitled to an investseat tax oredit of 70%
of Lessor's total aoquisitica occet of the REquipment
on the basis that the Equipmeat ccastitutes aew
five-yoar property [as such term is defined in s.o-
tica 168 (0)(2)(B) of the Code].

Mn‘wn. The aoquisitiom cost of the equipmeat vil ')0
W f
O

funded by a nos-recourse loasm, not to u

of such acquisitioa ecst, plus the equity

the Lessor, and the dedt rate is nueipam to be
13.5% per annum.

IAX INDRMNIFICATION: The Lessor will be indemnified by the Lessee against
the loss, disallovance, or recapture of any of the tax
benefits based on the assumptions adove, and will pro-

N_,)’d" vide all represeatations required by the Lessor to
assure the realiszatioa by the Lessor of the tax
benefits assumed by the Lassor as aforesaid.

RETURE OF RQUIPMENX: AS the ead of the Dasic lease ters or any reaeval lease
tern, wnless the Lessee has exercised its purchase
J’} option, the Lesses shall retura the equipmesnt to the
( Lessor ia the oocnditioa required by the Lease, at a
"
- location acceptadle to the Lessor.

- ] At the end of the dasic lease term, if there is
default wnder the lease, the Lessee shall have

g optica of purchasiag mot less be
¥ at its thea Fair Market Valwe, or reaeving the Lease of

'-W oot less tham all of the equipmeat for as agreed upom
¢ reaeval term at the equipmeat's thes Fair Market Restal
Yalue.

PRTWTR 3 WMMS !,J,.hh -"“”WM‘«L’{?

RC 005576




Astroline Communication July 15, 198S
Tentative True Lease Proposal -3
NET LRASE: The lease will de a net lease in that the Lesses wil)

be responsible for (a) any and all costs and expenses
in conneotion with the equipment, including sales and
use taxes, and any other taxes, vith the exception of
federal and state net income taxes oa the net income of
the Lessor, and (b) maintaining and insuring the equip-
sent and for making payment of all insurance premiuss,
and all costs, M. cnnu and oxpouu related to

the installation. uasg - erations, mainten-
ance, repair(sBd returs)s m-wv-- oY,

w: The Leass igreemsnt and related lesse docusentation
will be furanished by the Lessor. The Lessor vwill bde
rupeutuo only for its own legal fees and expenses

coessary for the initial developmeat and preparation
ottlnhmurnnat 1 other 1 fess, and
/ all out-of-pocket expeases ino Lessor will
be payable by the Lesses vhether or not the proposed
transsotion oloses) The Lessor will supplemsat its
equity vith outside financing, and the cost of raising
/ mcmumaumuhm legal fees and expenses
by the Lessor will be payadle by the Lessee
or sot the propoeed transagtios closes) The
provisions of this paragraph sbhall survive the execu-
tion of the Lease igreement.

USE, INSURANCE AND Lesses will, at its expense, malantain the equipment in
MAINTENANCE OF good workiag oondition, sudbjeoct only to acrmal wear and
BQUIMMENT: will insure the equipment against risks of loss

tear,

and destreotion and third party liadility risks, and
nnmtuoqumthocqlmuuum
applicad

le lawe.
APDITIONAL PROVISIONS: 4) A commitment foe of $10,000.00, which is necessary
ia order for the l.u.or to reserve funds ia an
wp to $3,300,000 (the Estimated
tica Cost of the Bquipmeat) for this

RC 005577 traasaction is payadle to ADVEST CREDIT
wpoa the Lessee's acosptance of this

foo i

CORPORATION
b pp e T e e e

doss Bot aooept this transactioa; othervise, it
,MJW"‘““'#‘"‘“‘ vill caly be refusded to the Lesses ca & pro rata
basis with respect to the Aoquisitiocs Cost of

* Squipssat purchased by the Lessor and leased to
. W\Mbﬂgﬁ""- the Dusses under the Lease.

0| dasn el olans - LIPS

amount
doquist




v Advest!

Astroline Communiocation
Tentative True Lease Froposal

July 15, 1985

B) Lessee shall provide the following in form
and subatance satisfactory to Lessor:

v

Vol la-2t a »
J" ) This teatative

1)

Opinion of Counsel to Lesses
detoraining the likelihood of
obtaining the droadcast license,
and revieving altermatives in
the event that the 7.C.C. does
not rule in favor of Lesase.

A commitasat by the Bank of
Bostoa to advance funds to certain
limited portioas sufficieat for
operatioas up to $20,000,000.

A ocommitment by the Limited
PFartners to provide financing
to Lesses in amcunt and form as
desorided ia 3,2 adove.

C) As additional security, Lesses vwill grant
Lessor a seccnd sortgage og the resl estate
located at 18 Gardea Street, Nartford, CT, «~

‘ Lesses vill sot allow a seaior mortgage in
excess of an amount that would provide an

interest of less than $500,000 to Lesgor
Lesses vill agree to sudbordina M
to the prooeeds of any sale of the-t

to Lessor.

1s subject to approval by the Lessor's Executive \ ",
Commitee and to the development of doocumsatatiocn and all otber specifics upon d

curreat conditicas and are sudjeet to adjustasat by the lessor prior to the
date the lease documsatation s fully executed and ascospted Dy the Lessor.

PP r, w -

R. Slone
'o Jackson

RC 005578

Yery truly yours,
ADVEST CREDIT CORPORATION

A O

Thomas G. Bollinger
¥anager of Operations
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ACCEPTANCE:

If this tentative proposal is acceptabdle, please sign, as acoepted,
the enclosed copy of this proposal.

(Client Hame)
BY
TITLE
DATE

RC 005579




- * SBH Exh. 113




RC 00%423

SBH Exh. 113

= PLAINTIFF'S (/-

NO.
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September 30, 1985

Astroline Communications Company
Mr. Fred Boling

231 John Street

Reading, MA 01867

Dear Fred,

Enclosed please find a letter from Tom Hollinger, Manager of
Operations, at Advest regarding the "Commitment". Acceptance
of the commitment and fee has not been received consequently
Advest is canceling the Commitment.

Also, enclosed you will find a television guide for the Hartford/New
Haven market. Please note the extreme competition.

Sincersly,

7 _‘Qf? 2

Richard P. Ramirez ”—U.
Managing General Partner

RPR/pzl

Enclosures

=5 1374

%’1
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November 4, 1985

Dear Herb,
Enclosed please find brochure on

Mintz & Hoke. This is another agency

which demonstrates strong ability
in corporate identification and
Corporate advertising.

-

RPR/pzl

Enclosure

EXHIBIT |
Y

RC 006810

29 )
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AARIFORD NEW AV

December 9, 1985

Me. Fred Boling
231 John Street
Reading, MA 01867

Dear Fred,

Robert LaPlante, our research person prepared this "one sheet”
for our internal staff.

While a little technical [ thought it would help explain why
we need the new tower so much.

Remember, we pay programming to market size not audience
delivered.

We've done a super job to get what we have, it is just not competitive
(signal, coverage).

Sincerely,
Richard P. Ramirez
Managing Geéneral Partner

RPR/pal

enclosure

RC 006504
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[n New daven County, where cable penetration is 747 WHCT reaches coughly
917 of potential cable vievers. Once again, using July '8S5 figures,
this would exclude |9 of Metro New Haven's 334 diaries. Additionallv,
50 or more diaries could be l(ost due to the weakness of the broadcast

signal to the non-cable households in New Haven County.

[n tocal., at least 200 and perhaps 300 DMA diary households (or more )
are shut out from viewing us when our current cable carriage and signai
strengch are compared with the July ‘85 in-tab diary figures.

These missing diaries amount to betwveen 21-312 of the total in-tab
sample of July '8S.

Our chances of being reportable for more dayparts in the Arbitron November
book are better due to the fact that Arbritron's standards for report-
ability are less than Nielsen's and the fact that the ADI (Arbicron)
doesn't contain Windham County (wvhere our vievership is weak) while the

DMA (Nielsen) does.

R. LaPlante
December 9, 198S

RC 006s0s
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& Pl .
“hv @HCT Sidn't Reach Reportable Viewing leveis fut ALl Cdvparts :n
-=e November 1985 Nielsan Ratings

According tu advance infurmation obtained from Vielsen .n Dunedin,
Fla., WHCT has reached ceportable viewing .eve.s from <pm to llpm.
Other dayvparts did not achieve repocrtability.

Share
for the 4-6pm block, wHCT had a ratingﬂpf i/2. 3y .omparison, TXX
had @ 1/4 (down from October's I/5) and TIC posted a 2/5 (down from

2/6 in October).

WHCT also obtained a 1/2 rating/share for the 6-7:30 PM and 7:10-
8:00PM time blocks. Traditional prime time (8-11PM) numbers- for
WHCT wace [/1. At this time, it appears that other time blocks, in-
cluding sign-on to sign-off, were unreportabdle for WHCT.

Why vasn't the station reportable in all dayparts?

WHCT is currently carried on tvelve of the 2] cable systems serving
the Hartford/Nev Haven DMA. These systems serve 75T of the households
subscribing to cable in the DMA. 25%,0r nearly 140,000 subscribing
households, cannot receive us on cablc in the DMA. Due to this fact,
and to the wveakness of the station's broadcast signal outside of the
Metro Hartford area (Hartford County), large numbers of rating service
diary holders in the DMA cannot viev any of our programming. The
number of diary holders in question is so large that this situation
strongly impacted WHCT's chances of rcachtn; "reportability” in the

November Nielsen ratings.

Let's look at Nielsen for July 1985, again. In thres of the seven
counties comprising the DMA, our cable carriage is still nonexistent.
Cur broadcast signal into these areas is marginal or nonexistent.
These three counties--Middlesex, New London, and Windham were the
home counties of exactly 200 in-cadb diary households (out of a DMA
total of 982 for that rating period). In essence, these 200 diary
holders (over 20X of the total) are eliminated from our potential
viewer pool even before they turn on their television set.

In Licchfield County, cthe station is available on cable in thirteen
of 25 towns. This county had 7S diaries in Julv, and a cable pene-
tcation of 54%. Since ve reach about 727 of subscr;bxng households,
wve can expect that at least 1l cabled diary HH's can't receive us.
Once again, our bdroadcast signal is marginal or unvievable in vast
sortions of this countyv,

WHCT is carried on cable in nine of che thirteen towns that nake up
Tolland County. [n the latest ratings period Tolland County had <)

in-tab diaries.

Diary households are also being “lost” in zhe New Haven Metro area.

RC 006506
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DT FOORD

January 29, 1986

-

TO: Herd Sostek
FROM: Rich

RE: Red Sox/SpovL Programming

Attached are the notes/correspondence regarding Red Sox Baseball
and New York Baseball. To reiterate our conversation ...

WSBK-TV38 Boston originates the Sox - Dan Berkery is General Manager,
Stu Tauber is Station Manager - both are very close to management

(Pat Brady, General Manager) at WVIT-TV30 in Hartford who currently
have rights option.

What we need to determine is the accuracy of the Tauber message
and that no "trigger clause” is in the present contract. That is VIT-TV30

has option to meet new market offer or something.

Finally, it is important that the Red Sox organization know of the
willingness of other broadcast stations to bid for their team.

cc: Fred Boling

RC 006552
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Astroline Corporation

231 JOHN STREET
READING, MASSACHUSETTS 01887

HERBERT A. SOSTEK PHONE: (617] 842-1600
CHAIRMAN OF THE B0ARD TELEX NO.S489496

DR

February 15, 1986

Thomas A. Hart, Jr., Esquire

Baker & Hostetler

1050 Connecticut Ave., N.W. - llth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Tom:

I was quite surprised by Rich's letter of February 3, 1986 concerning the
expiration on January 6, 1986 of WHCT's Special Temporary Authority to
operate the station.

It has been our experience when such an important thing as an operating
license from a federal agency has to be renewed, our law firm has kept some
sort of a suspense file to notify us of the impending date. Rich's letter
was sent to you nearly a month after the expiration, and to be quite honest,
we are troubled by the fact that it was his office that picked it up rather
than yours.

Tom -~ the legal fees we have paid on the Channel 18 project (as well as others)
certainly deserve a top priortiy in being dealt with, and this occurence causes
us to wonder about the follow-up we are receiving or will receive in the future.

I would appreciate hearing from you on this matter at your earliest convenience.

Very truly yours,

ye

Herbert A. Sostek

mlm

jons CO mmissiol.

cc: Fred J. Boling, Jr. _e——""" comggﬂnc°t
Richard Ramirez Federel === i 4 - lLl/ -
pocket g@bﬁﬁ, ?JK‘M/M‘“ Lﬁ”
e
Pros Iden“hed 1(1 _
aecowed -

BH 0866
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BAKER & HOSTETLER

SBH Exh. 118

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

InD . vey
1N CLevELano, Orio WASHINGTON SQUARE,SUITE 1100 ENVER. COLORAD
3200 National City CenTER SUITE HOD, 303 EAST 17T AVENUE
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44il4 1080 CONNECTICUT AVE,N.W. Denvem, COLOMADO BO203
(218} 82:-0200 (303) 86:-06800
TWX 810 421 8373 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

In COLumaus, OniIO
63 EAST STATE STREET
Corumaus. Omi0 43215

(S1s) 228-1541

WRITER'S OIRECT DIAL NO.:

(202) 861 —~ 1658

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mr. Herbert A. Sostek

(g0R) 86t-1300

TELECOPIER: (202) 406-2367
TELEX 680-235-7276 C)L‘

February 19, 1986

tn OmLANDO, FLORIDA
1374 FLOOR BARNETT PLAZA
OrLANDO, FLORIDA 32601
{303) 84t-un

Docket I’ .

Federal Communications Commission

" Identified

ExhLihit No, __U_.__._
Presen’ 3y . 65}‘4.5_?\_}252%0! CQ;?AF

li’li
‘/L

Pres idgnt Dispr  n Received
Astroline Company
Rejected

231 John Street

Reading, MA 01867 Reporter ()ﬁow{ )"Léhe>

Dear Herb: Dawe 7;ZBL?5

Pursuant to your correspondence dated February 15, 1986,
I want to assure you that WHCT-TV is (and always has been) my
most important client. The mix-up regarding the expiration of
WHCT-TV's Special Temporary Authority ("STA") occurred because
a former paralegal failed to note the expiration date in the
firm's "tickler file." We have hired a new paralegal who keeps
the file current on a daily basis. Although I realize that this
does not excuse the oversight, this is merely an attempt to
explain the circumstances surrounding it. Therefore, in the
future, all pending items for WHCT-TV will be documented and
handled accordingly.

I personally met with Clay Pendarvis, Chief of the TV
Branch, Mass Media Bureau of the Federal Communications Com-
mission ("Commission"), along with Jack Whitley, an associate
in the firm who was formerly a staff attorney with the Mass
Media Bureau, in order to get WHCT-TV's STA extended until
July 6, 1986. I have enclosed a copy of the telegram from the
Commission authorizing this extension. You will notice that
the licensee name and address listed for Astroline Communica-
tions Company Limited Partnership ("Astroline") are incorrect;
I have forwarded a letter to the Commission requesting a
correction of this mistake. Rather than deal with the prospect
of renewing the STA every six months, I will attempt to "walk
through" the application for a permanent license for WHCT-TV to
enhance Astroline's position should we need the expectation of
renewal for a comparative hearing. The permanent licenses for

television stations in Connecticut are valid through Decem-
" ber 1988.

BH 0864




B.KER & HOSTETLER

Mr. Herbert A. Sostek
February 19, 1986
Page Two

Also, I am in the process of developing a draft "action
plan” for Astroline concerning matters originating in Washing-
ton, D.C. You should receive this plan by next week, at the
latest. In the plan, I will set forth ideas for the Federal
Communications Commission v. Shurberg Broadcasting of Hart-
ford, Inc. litigation, the "must carry" issue, David Chase's
transfer application and the permanent license for WHCT-TV from
the Commission. Once again, I apologize for the oversight
regarding the STA and can assure you that it will not happen
again., Please give me a call at your convenience. I would like
to discuss this matter with you and Fred in greater detail.

Sincerely,

%«u

Thomas A. Hart, Jr.
Enclosure

cc: Richard P. Ramirez (w/encl.)
TAH/tdh .

BH 0865
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April 8, 1986

Mr. Herb Sostek PLENTIRES
Astroline EXHIBIT
231 John Street 73

Reading, MA 01867
RE: CONSTRUCTION at 18 Garden Street

2/290 SV

Dear Herb,

At present we are closing in on the final touches of the 2nd floor. I estimate

that within 2 weeks the tech area on the main floor will be complete. The completion
of the entrance and the studio areas are moving forward steadily with completion
anticipated (with 2 weeks for material/weather delay) for May 30th.

The current capital budget for these areas (exclusive of any TV equipment) is
anticipated to come at the expected budget level.

Total Renovation Amount Contracted $801,802
Payments Made or in Progress 541,288
Remaining Balance Owed 260,517

However, there are two additional areas of work on the building to be constructed:

1) roof/masonary,
2) windows.

We have previéﬁsly discussed the window work: replacing existing sashes and

panes, removal from premises and replacement with insulated thermopane windows.
It is estimated at $30,000.00 for all windows on the 2nd floof. Ground floor windows
will be bricked over or remain where security permits. '

The additional expense ares not previously discussed in any detail is the roof. Resulting
from normal wear and tear and compounded by the six air éonditioner units (and
assorted heat exchange equipmant) needed for our aperation the roof is in deplorable
condition. The masonary is suffering due to water going under the deck as well.

Two bids have been received for approximately }30,0_00.00;’ This additional work

was not included in previous budgets. :

Fo
+»

d

£ 4

. 4
Y 4 4 G acncnr 06108, 203-5471818
“ 43. L =23 v..'a Parranhp

b
N I pre

-




If it becomes necessary to choose one project over the other (you Herb have given

the go ahead for the windows) I strongly suggest doing the roof in its entirety

and only cosmetics on the windows. However, both projects while additional are

very prudent expenditures, the roof being vitally important to protecting the extensive
investment in renovation and equipment.

Il call shortly to discuss these projects as well as update tower proceedings.

e -

ichard P. Ramirez
General Manager

RPR/pzl

Enclosure
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April 8, 1986

Mr. Fred Boling
Astroline

231 John Street
Reading, MA 01867

RE: CONSTRUCTION at 18 Garden Street

Dear Fred,

At present we are closing in on the final touches of the 2nd floor. I estimate

that within 2 weeks the tech area on the main floor will be complete. The completion
of the entrance and the studio areas are moving forward steadily with completion
anticipated (with 2 weeks for material/weather delay) for May 30th.

The current capital budget for these areas (exclusive of any TV equipment) is
anticipated to come at the expected budget level.

Total Renovation Amount Contracted $801,802
Payments Mede or in Progress $41,288
Remaining Balance Owed 260,517

However, there are two additional areas of work on the building to be constructed:

1) roof/masonary,
2) windows.

We have previously discussed the window work: replacing existing sashes and

panes, removal from premises and replacement with insulated thermopane windows.
It is estimated at $30,000.00 for all windows on the 2nd floor, Ground floor windows
will be bricked over or remain where security permits,

The additional expense area not previously discussed’in any detail is the roof. Resulting
from normal weer and tear and compounded by the six air conditioner units (and
assorted heat exchange equipmant) needed for our gperstion the roof is in deplorable
condition. The mesonary is suffering due to watet foing undgr thie deck as well.

Two bids have been received for approximately $30,000.00.¢ Thisadditional work

was not included in previous budgets. U A A

RC 006566

'3 Garden Street, Hormord, CoMmagicur 2 15 " 1adl 48 }’
2 e limmyesStaey .l oY : . .

gy -8




If it becomes necessary to choose one project over the other (you Herd have given

the go ahead for the windows) [ strongly suggest doing the roof in its entirety

and only cosmetics on the windows. However, both projects while additional are

very prudent expenditures, the roof being vitally important to protecting the extensive
investment in renovation and equipment.

Il call shortly to discuss these projects as well as update tower proceedings.

Since’?', 2 ) -

5 S and

1/4-/..«5%/ .
Richard P. Ramirez .
General Manager

RPR/pzl

Enclosure

RC 006567




. RENOVATION CONTRACT / PAYMENT SUMMARY

Cantract Payments Payments Remaining
Amount Made JInProgress  Balance

Able Fence, Co. $ 2,000 $ o $ o $ 2,000
Accra Temps 193,301 120,460 30,3590 82,251
Adelson Bros. 2,867 2,340 0 127
Builders Inc.
Management Fee 49,000 15,000 0 34,000
Sub-contractor Fee $2,000° 52,000 0 30,000
Central CT Acoustics 36,830 17,290 0 19,160
Ory Wall Unlimited 88,32 59,081 0 29,003
Dansky Corp. 8,923 833 0 $,070
Ronnie DeMeo 6,300 5,130 0 1,170
Grace Welding/Metal Crafts 23,802 8,500 0 18,902
Horizon Technologies 17,877 5,959 0 11,913
Hurwitt Safford 9,129 0 0 9,129
H & L Construction 2,073 0 0 2,873
Harconn Hardware 23,884 0 19,032 8,832
New England Door & Hardware 2,610 0 0 2,810
Nutmeg Glass Co. 26,330 24,092 0 253
Frank Pendergast 14,683 13,949 0 73
Park Roway Inc. 86,223 41,088 0 ) 3,137
‘Sz &iC &P;i;:i‘ng Inc. . 16,660 7,600 0 9,060
erio 25,800 0 0 23,480

), £
*Approximate estimate of ab-amucter' fees.

RC 006568
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Exhibit No. <2 Per 0
Witress: - . ”
Datz.__ .0

SBH Exh. 121
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HARTFORD | Wit o} [1EW 1 £

September 11, 1986
Laura L. Smith _

ExhiditMo.__ "~ S  Foryp.
CrPut. Somt O

VIA PUROLATOR COURIER Witress: 7l - o

‘ D""-'—';L‘L'Lk;

Mr. John G. Curry

Division Marketing Manager
Texaco, U.S.A.

1 University Park

Waltham, MA 02254

Dear John,

It was a pleasure speeaking with you today regarding opportunities for Texaco to
participate in Hartford Whalers Hockey.

WHCT-TV18 will telecast exclusive coverage of Whaler Hockey. "Whalermania”

is rampant throughout Connecticut and Western Massachusetts spurned by the
playoff performance this past spring. The Whalers are Cosnecticuts only professional
sports franchise and are enjoying unprecedented popularity as the new season

arrives.

[ am enclosing the package presented today (September 11) to Thom Thompson
of William Esty which includes background matcrial on the Hartford market, WHCT
and of course the Whalers.

If there is anything you need or should quastions arise from your review ! am at

your service.
Thank you for your personal interest and qulglr’%tt;{o(on.ﬂ
s L
N DS
A D) T
Richard P. Ramires ,
General Manager .
RPR/pzl
Enclosure
bece: Herb Sostek, Ast:gm acific
Derek Ween, AsteSling®Communications Corp.
- N
. :Q, -
RC 005693 18 Gorden'Stwer, Martord, Connecncut 06408, 2035471818
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October 7. 1986

HARTFORD NEW HAVEN

Mr. Fred J. Boling, Jr.
General Manager
Astroline

231 John Street
Reading. MA 01867

1

[ ¥}

EXHIB)
{ Z5

1R/7.95 S¢/

Dear Fred.
I am outlining those races, both Federal and State elections, where Astroline Communication
Company Limited Partnership have clear and specific interest. These interests
are by either previous demonstration by the candidate to the WHCT issues or.
the strong likelihood of WHCT requiring their support in the near term.
1 expect we can discuss these suggestions on October 15th.
CONGRESSIONAL:
Nancy Johnson (R) incumbent: maximum contribution recommended.
NOTE: likely to be appointed to Energy Sub-Committee
next year.
Bruce Morrison (D) incumbent: New Haven County: 50% contribution.
Barbara Kennelly (D) incumbent: Hartford (Cityv): 50% contribution.
John A. Rowland (R) incumbent: 25% contribution.
GUBERNATORIAL:
Julie Belags (R) candidate for Governor: 50% contribution {local).”

Richard Johnston (R) State Senate: Assistant Majority Lé;der,éhair Judiciary

Committee (local).
Sinc,e.re?, |
7
~7

A . ,
Richard P. Ramirez ‘ o f_,/
General Manager P o K
RPR/pzl _
< k\' P
N *

18 Gorden Sweer, Horord, Connecticur 06105, 203-547.1818
Asrronne Communicarons Company u‘a\’ém{?‘;s-.:
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February 26, 1987

HARTFORD

Mr. Kirk Dodd

Senior Vice President Finance & Business Affairs
Paramount Television

5555 Melrose Avenue

Building B

Los Angeles, CA 90038

Dear Kirk,

Pursuant to our conversation of February 23rd regarding the proposed restructure
of WHCT's payment plan, submitted for your review in & Pebruary 17th letter,

the following revision is set forth.

However, I must reiterate two key points of our discussion. Pirst, 1987 and 1588
are critical. We must achieve relief in these two years. Second, is the very high
level of cooperation we have received from our other key suppliers.

In reviewing our situation with Paramount I recognize the "availabilities of future -

product” position is not present as a rationale for your assistance. However, future
commitments do not ensure our ability to survive our current cash flow difficulties.

Therefore, we are proposing the following:

PAYMENT
1987 115,000
1988 200,000
1989 360,000

We are anxious to resolve these difficulties. I anxiomlyi awiit your reply.
. g 7

Since S

General Manager A

RPR/pad

ce: Lucie Sathany
Steve Goldman

P

bce: Herdb Sostek ,/,
Terry Planell /' o
Al Rozanski i ‘q"

RC 005163 S

18 Gorden Sieet, Hortlord, C. 203-547-1818 C18 000182
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HARTFORD MW finven

February 26, 1987

Mr. Murray Oken

Senior Vice President, Sales & Marketing
Castle Hill Productions, Inc.

1414 Avenue of the Americas

New York, New York 10019

Dear Murray,

Pursuant to our phone discussion on February 25th with regard to WHCT's payment
proposal | have made the following adjustments.

Cash Obligation Payment Deferral Cummulation
1987 33,680 6,700 26,900
1988 22,800 14,595 8,208 35,108
1989 2 cecee- 35,105 2 eeemee cceees
I hope this revised program meets with your approval. We arée anxious to resolve
our difficulties.
Since

; —
‘{' _Federal Comwomnusswn

icfiard P. Rathires . LS.
General Manager ) Docket N _.xhlblfﬁ% ’;J 9&
\ OAd CASTNA.
&
RPR/p2l Preser S})U/)IO ’\ﬁ____..—' ’
bee: Herb Sostek | identified T
/ Al Rozanski i —
Terry Planell Dis;
' Relectod
Reporter __6,;‘5.0!\" £ Helres
_ (=3
1 pate q-21H-7¢
RC 006059

'8 Gorden Sieet, Hortlord, Connectic 08105, 203-547.1818  /pf €18 002888
Astroline C nanomf' wpany, Lnd. Parmership
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February 26, 1987

Mr. Howard Baldwin
Chairman & Managing General Partner
Hartford Whalers Hockey Club
One Civic Center Plasa
. Hartford, CT 08103

Dear Howard,

As per our contract to telecast Hartford Whalers Hockey [ am
very pleased to inform you of the completion of our tower and
transmitter facility.

1 am enclosing a new coverage map which depicts the required
signal contours of this new fecility. Yet, I think you will find

the enclosed copy of a post card most encouraging.

WHCT continues to strive to present Connecticut, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and New York viewers the best signal and best

programming possible. We are looking forward to bringing the
Whalers to the expanded service area of WHCT.

RPR/pul
cc: Bill Barnes

bec: Dave Andrews
Herb Sostek
Fred Boling

Enclosures

.RC 006072
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March 5, 1987

Mr. Fred Boling
Astroline

231 John Street
Reading, MA 01887

Dear Fred,
Attached is the summary of market revenue for the month of February 1987.

Note the disparity in the national figures among the three independents TIC, TXX,
HCT. Also, note the local figures and their lack of significant seperation. While
our local numbers include sports - so do the other stations figures.

This is a dramatic example of a few things:

1) significant attraction of Whalers
2) superb effort of local sales
3) national is naturally entirely dependent upon ratings success.

TIC and TXX enjoy & 1/3, 1/4 sign-on to sign-off consistently. If February represents
6%-8% of their annual national billing then:

TIC range is 8,250 - 4,688
TXX range is 7,700 - 5,77S.

Our significant national response will not occur until fourth quatter, a;suming Y
. sign to sign in both February and May. With a sign to sign number in February v
national should double or triple current non-sports national by May~ Jupe pcrlod.

Nothing contributes more to the sign to sign than the reach of the now tower and
Whalers. Each adds "cume” - new TV households. While ﬂu Whalets may still be
an operating loss, their value is immeasurable.

In summary, a well done is in order to our local sales effort and a "keep the fingers
crossed” is due our national. There s no question that sign to sign and national
revenue is ahead of us in time. It is just that time is the enemy.

1

— R
8§
ichard P. Ramirez AR i‘:
General Manager ' S -8 ’
RPR/pzl 2R
<45 1646
_RC 006135 : ng 2,

18 Gorden Srest, Honiord, Connacnicwt 08108, 203-547-1818
peihtibays] P 1 Branaent
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March 5, 1987

Mr. Herb Sostek
Astroline Pacific

200 Oceangate

Suite 540

Long Beach, CA 90802

Dear Herd,
Attached is the summary of market revenue for the month of February 1987.

Note the disparity in the national figures among the three independents TIC, TXX,
HCT. Also, note the local figures and their lack of significant seperation. While
our local numbers include sports - so do the other stations figures.

This is a dramatic example of a few things:

1) significant attraction of Whalers
2) superb effort of local sales
3) national is naturally entirely dependent upon ratings success.

TIC and TXX enjoy a 1/3, 1/4 sign-on to sign-off consistently. If February represents
6%-8% of their annual national billing then:

TIC range is 6,250 - 4,688

Our significant national response will not occur until fourth quarter, assuming a
sign to sign in both February and May. With a sign to sign number in February
national should double or triple current non-sports national by May - June period.

Nothing contributes more to the sign to sign than the reach: of the new tower and
Whalers. Each adds "cume" - new TV households. While the Whalers may still be
an operating loss, their value is immeasurable. S

In summary, a well done is in order to our local sales effort andi "keep the fingers
crossed” is due our national. There is no question that sign to sign and national
revenue is ahead of us in time. It is just that time is the enemy.

Rlchard P. Ramirez
General Manager

RPR/pzl '

p 5 : :& TRny

18 Garden Street, Hartiord, Comocvmouos mur.ma <' &3
Astroline Commumcanons Company, Lid. Pormenivg //

/
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MEMORANDUM

Mike Kibbey

Richard Ramires k}b//
Mary Rose McHug

March 4, 1987

FEBRUARY MARKET COMPETITIVE

The following represents 1987 February actuals.

L
rss 924
™H 976
VII 513
*TIC 205
™= 238
BCT 200
3,056

*Mike's astimates
Reported HCT 210

18 Gorden Street,
Asroling C

1394
1912
726
375
462

4,929

75

TOTAL

2318
2888
1239
580
700
260

7,983

Hortford, Connecticut 06105, 203-547-1818
wanors Compoany, Lid. Parmership
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March 11, 1987

HARTFORD W 1EW fIAVE

Sara J. Rutenberg '
Director of Business Affairs
MCA Television Limited
100 Universal City Plaza
Universal City, CA 91608

Dear Sara,

Pursuant to our conversation of March 9th with regard to letter of agreement
dated February 19, 1987 I am providing the following disclosure which relates
to paragraph 5 of said agreement.

In determining "more favorable terms" WHCT-TV18 may agree to payment plans
with other suppliers which in effect are a higher percentage (of obligation) than
enjoyed by MCA. This may occur in the instance where established contracts
payment schedules and license end dates are '87 or '88. By way of example:

Supplier X 87 88 89 90
Obligation 500 100

Pay 100 (20%) 100 (100%)

Deferral 400

Payback 200 200

Here the percent applied in 1988 is greater than in the MCA agreement. However,
as the payment stream is extended beyond both the (original) payout period and
license term we do not feel this to be "more favorable treatment.”

Thank you for your cooperation and quick attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

{ic e "/ VND Federal Communications Commission \
General Manager Docket No. ... Soibit Nl 27
RPR/pzl Presented 1 ~M3@ML7
Enclosure ldentified ... Lz
- bee: Herd Sostek Dispesitiorn Received v
Fred Boling Rejocted
Reportér (e Holne:
Date 4o /?X
RC. 006042 QY
18 Gorden Srast Hartord, Conece N aan | 00 c18 002896
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June 8, 1987

Mr. Herd Sostek

Chairman of the Board & General Manager
Astroline Pacific

200 Oceangate, Suite 540

Long Beach, CA $0802

Dear Herd,

Enclosed is a revised pro-forma for WHCT. The underlying assumptions at play
are quite simple and well within "reasonable™ expectations of markets with similar
composition (from both dollar volume and number independents).

Please note that the most recent market revenue figures (enclosed) show 1886
net market revenue growth at 17.96%! First quarter of 1987 is pacing well ahead
of our market estimates as well.

The critical components of this pro-forma are the program acquisitions, and
promotion. The schedule shows our existing cash obligations (line 3) and anticipated
odbligations (line 9) when all deferrals are concluded. First Round would be
committment to programs available now (September of 1987) thru September
1988 with a critical eye on movies, sit-coms and action-sdventure hours. Second
Round are committment whose payment would not take place for some time but
‘whose contracts would be entered in first and second quarter 1988. Finally,
Sports/Specials would account for originated programs, specisls, movie
opportunities, sports shortfalls (if we go after summer baseball which I strongly
recommend) and present a "safety valve" with regard to future costs that can
be curtailed (without deferral). It is important to recognize that 1989, 1990 and
1991 obligations (line 9) reflect deferral paybacks.

If in todays market place independents as & whole more thai double their audience
deliver in revenue - 8.9% share s/o - s/o yields 18.5% revenue share and that three
independents should generate 12 audience share points ((ivcn competitive
programming and promotion). Then the 1989-82 growth scenerios are well within
the economics of independent TV market analysis. The importance of competitive
programming and the need for aggressive promotion can not be overstated. The
Whalers Hockey contract is a great launching point, however; if wé are to take
advantage of the assets we have worked so hard to set in place -/studio, tower. B
cable penstration and Whalers - then programming must be rmpplied. ER

1 hope these revisions are helpful.

Riclurd P. Ramirez
General Manager

RPR/pzl
bec: George Meble

/ /

. 51649
s "M*"ms.m“%ztr ;‘

178
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June 8, 1987

Mr. Fred Boling, Jr.
General Manager
Astroline

231 John Street
Reading, MA 01867

Dear Fred,

Enclosed is a revised pro-forma for WHCT. The underlying assumptions at playv
are quite simple and well within "reasonable"” expectations of markets with similar
composition (from both dollar volume and number independents).

Please note that the most recent market revenue figures (enclosed) show 1986
net market revenue growth at 17.96%!' First quarter of 1987 is pacing well ahead
of our market estimates as well. .

The critical components of this pro-forma are the program acquisitions, and
promotion. The schedule shows our existing cash obligations (line 3) and anticipated
obligations (line 9) when all deferrals are concluded. First Round would be
committment to programs available now (September of 1987) thru September
1988 with a critical eve on movies, sit-coms and action-adventure hours. Second
Round are committment whose payment would not take place for somie time but
whose contracts would be entered in first and second quarter 1988. Finally,
Sgorts/Specials would account for originated programs, specials, movie
opportunities, sports shortfalls (if we go after summer baseball which 1 strongly
recommend) and present a "safety valve" with regard to future costs that can
be curtailed (without deferral). It is important to recognize that 1989, 1990 and
T991 obligations (line 9) reflect deferral paybacks.

If in todays market place independents as 8 whole mcre than double their audience
deliver in revenue - 8.9% share s/o - s/o yields 18.5% revenue share and that three
independents should generate 12 audience share points (gwen competitive
programming and promotion). Then the 1989-52 growth scenerios are well within
the economics of independent TV market anslysis. The importance of competitive
programming and the need for aggressive promotion cag not be overstat The
Whalers Hockey contract is a great launching poiht, hdwever, if we are tor take
advantage of the assets we have worked so hard to set in place - studio, tower,
cable penetration and Whalers - then programmmg must’be resupplied. :

I hope these revisions are helpful. ,." / ;

i f j }
Sincer [ ;,:‘:
Rlchard P. Ramirez & /o -
General Manager s
RPR/pzl |

-

A

18 Gorden Stree nonlbr Connecricut 06108, 203.547.1818
RC 005636 " rcine Commde o ,,3.,,3. ‘o Ponenstc
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AARITORD NEW navel

August 17, 1987 _ fncter
. R A
Lot
Chairman of the Board & ¢ e STl
Chief Executive Officer R R
Cumberland Farms

777 Dedham Street
Canton, MA 02021

Dear Mr. Haseotes,

1 was discussing with Herb Sostek (who is a partner in WHCT-TV18) the status
of our Hartford tvhalers [{ockey telecasts for this coming season. Mr. Sostek
suggested that I provide you with a sponsorship package for forwarding to those
appropriately involved in marketing evaluation.

Mr. Sostek informs me that the Gulf/Cumberland Farms operations are quite
substantial and may be interested in such a unique marketing vehicle as sponsorship
of the Whalers Hockev telecast. The enclosed generic presentation provides
information on the teams success, the growth of WHCT-TV18 and cutlines several
advertising/promotional plans; multiple location high traffic outlets offer numerous
promotien/merchandising avenues.

I shall call your office next week to determine the appropriate person(s) to discuss
a Gulf/Cumberland Farms opportunity.

Sipcerely, /)
/ / - Y ‘ . C é
/ ,

Richard P. Ramireg

General Manager 7 ) )
,'-; ‘;, ] J"‘ ’ a"”“
Enclosures e - /"j ‘ -
- s -
P.S. MMr. Sostek passes on his personll:,ﬂ"d:-,«’ gf"" 5
bce: Herb Sostek W s d oo
Fred Boling W ;gﬁr‘

A
o 08105, 2035471818
lacmsmg, Hm\cmggm _ 12 [ 3
Asroline Communecanont ! o Pormentie







